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Phil Stongs The Princess, Farrar * Rinehart, 1941, 309p. *2.50 


Phil Stong has presented us with another novel of contemporary 
Iowa farm life, easy to read because of its streemlined style but 
objectionable in several points. 


The Princess is the story of Arnhold Edeson, orphened by the death 
her mother et birth end reared by hier brother Rey end the hired 
man, Jake Stewart. Arnhold grows up to love farming and after the 
death of her brother assumes the mansrement of the Edeson farm and 
cerries it on with a sort of Super-efric ney during the rest of 
the story. Though she develops into © beautiful and accomplisheé 
woman the farm is her only love, so much so, that not until she is 
thirty does she finally yield to the love of Weldon Armbruster, 


The book is well written and conteins a great deal of somealled 
"Sophisticated humor", Jake Stewart however is, in part, an 
objectionable character, Throughout a long life he has been utter- 
ly amoral with regard to sex and liquor and his exploits have, in 

a sense, become legendary so thet they no longer scandalize the 
countryside but instead constitute a source of humor to his friends, 
In addition Jake is responsible for much of the profanity found in 
the book. The author however regards Jake as essentially a good 
man and uses him to consummate in devious weys the various romances 
encountered in the story. 


Epworth Drummond, @ downeto-eerth Methodist lay-preecher, is one of 
the most likeable characters in the book except for his tendeney to 
accept and reject various portions of the Bible in his efforts to 
interpret it. Highly objectionable is Vel Scllen's adultery with 

a married woman in order to add a herd of cows to his cooperstive 
creamery list ane Tiscombe's affeir with Phryne Sollent whioh, 
however, ends in Phryne getting her man with the help of Jeke's 
trickery. All of these incidents are handled quite smoothly and 

to a large extent by implication, 


The book is not recommended but need not be kept from adult re aders 
though it should not be given to those of high school level, 
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55. 
Agatha Christie, N Or M? Dodd, Mead & Company. June 17, 1941, 
289p. $2.00 


The constant struggle to stamp out espionage and betreyal during 
Great Britian's current war with Germany furnishes the theme of 
Agatha Christie's latest mystery. The detectives are the middle- 
aged husband and wife, Tuppence and Tommy Beresford, considered by 
their son and daughter as somewhat toc old for active duty. After 
a mildly exciting unraveling of clues the German spy N (man) or 

M (woman) is discovered. Suitable fo: all readers from high school 
age ons 


C.Ss Forester, The Captain From Con-ecticut-. tt:e, Brown Uo. 
1941, 344p. *%2.50 


-S. Forester's The Captain From Connecticut is arother very read- 
able story of naval adventure with its scene laid in the 
Caribbean during the war of 1812. This time Mr. Forester selesis 


an American sea--dog as his hero and, elthough not quite up to the 
standards of the swashbuckling Horatio Hornblower. Captain Josiah 
beabody is, in his own way, an interesting character, 


Taken from drunken parents by his uncle he is placed in the infant 
American navy and through his uncle's influence, though needless y, 
ne finally obtains command of a -frigcte Stern, lean, hardbitse::. 
puritanically conscientious though he we. yet Josiah Peabody was 
good, warmhearted and a war-hater an ‘2... embodies the ideal of & 
mans 


The story opens as Captain Pe abody in the midst of a howling 
blizzard breaks through the British blockade off Long Island and 
takes his ship, the Delaware, down to the West Indies as a commerce 
raider. There he breals up a British squadron escorting a convoy 
of merchant ships and allows the accompanying privateers to wreak 
havoc among the merchantmen, Against his will, but because he 
considers it to the best interests of his country, he then proceeds 
to burn and destroy ships and to harass British trade, Finally 
cornered by a British flotilla he is chased inside French 
territorial waters at Martinique and under prevailing neutrality 
laws neither he nor the British squadron may escape to sea. An 
impasse results which finally is ended by the peace of Ghent, 

While at Martinique Josiah falls in love with and marries Anne de 
Villebois, daughter of the French governor, 


Three instances of profanity and e still-born duel do not, in this 
reviewer's opinion, render the book objectionable, It is purely 
an adventure story and as such may be read by all classes of 
readers though there is no particular quality for which the book 
might otherwise be recommended, 
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54. 
Garrett Mattingly. Catherine of Aragon. Little, Brown. June l6, 
1941. 477p. “3.50 


Many times in her history, Spain has given sacrificial evidence 
of her militant devotion to Christianity, In this atmosphere, 
Catherine of Aragon was re ared, and from this envirorment she 
probably acquired some of the attriputes that gc to meke up a 
courageous and upright character. 


The author gives 2 penetrating and symp2chetic account of the .:fe 
of this first and most colorful of renry VIII's wives. After 
careful research, Garrett Mattingly res succeeded not only in 
producing a wholly fascinating biography, but also in effecting 

a valuable history of Europe during tr2 period of the Reformation, 


The book will prove itself irresistah..v tharming to lovers of 
historical subjects and events, and “wv 4is those woos appreciate 
‘the dramatic detail in representatioi 


of Aragon 


+ 
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atherine was the younges 
and Queen Isabeil2 Cas 
educated to marry 2 king. 
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daughter <2 Kz 
tzle- She wes of 


Her education consisted of the known actonmpits.iments appropriate 


to her station danzing, drawing, music anc needlework. She 
was tutored in the classics and sta vesmsnt hi} For relaxation 

she combed the Bible, the Missai ana sne isven of the Saints. tor 
amusements, there was heraldry, and falconry 

the age of fifteen, Princess Catheri::. 2-epars3a for the statu: of 


queen, set out for "England. 


Her marriage by proxy to Arthur, son cr X.rs Henry VII, hac been 
solemnly performed. The people of Ens’anrd w2icomed her with open 
arms for they had no foreign princess for many years, Further 
more, was she not a descendant of John of Gaunt! There was mwh 
rejoicings 


The two children set out for Wales, Their stay was tragically 
brief. Arthur was suddenly stricken and died. The widowed 
princess returned to England, She longed to return to Spain, but 
like a true soldier she must wait for orders and obey. Her plight 
was pitiful. She was now looked upon as an unwelcome guest. 


After years of weary waiting over her dowry and a heroic struggle, 
arrangements were completed for her marriage to Henry VIII. For 
eighteen years she lived as his wife and queen, guiding him in 
the affairs of state. The moods of Henry were many and unscrupu- 
lous, He suggested an annulment of their marriage. To this 
Catherine would not adhere, For several more years she suffered, 
Taking the law into his own hands, Henry proclaimed himself 
divorced and married Anne Boleyn. This action on the part of 
Henry changed not only the course of history but of Christianity. 
It mapped the course of the Reformation and set the goal for 
religious persecution, However, while the laws of man may be 
interpreted to fit the whims of Kings, the positive law of God 
never changes. Catherine was Henry's wife to the end, 


556 
Although it carries frequent references to the many pregnancies 
of Catherine (eefe, on pages 143 and 146) the treatment is 
restrained and Should not render the book unsuitable even for 
adolescents, For adult reading it is most highly recommended, 


I.J, Kapstein. Somethines of a Hero, 12941. S96p. 
In this novel which is an Laxrst 
Kapstein attempts trecc the Geve ent cf mediumesinec 
typical American com minivy which he the 
bulk of the story. concentrated at three pcinss.. Ju 4. 170? 
July 4, 1929 and the cariy depression 
delineates the socia_ and esonomic inbits of negro. 
a Jew, an Italian. an office worker, on srish Lavorer 
2 mild socialist poor vetnolis politician, 
end a banker, 
Tae interplay of persvunalitias from trese difVerent Temiares and 
the impact of nati on<.. On fersenolis are -ono ined AS 
boys in the same gan; inaie Whipple the “cere Pave pancier the 
Jem, Amby Taic the Cathoiic Tar ee 
ericably as boys Pave ani religzon ‘mie cifferense te 
them, Even as @au:cs the six members aca of ani heip- 
fui to each other, art aduity tu s+ refiess racion- 
2]. antagonisms. The doctor. arc ‘1.0 Sathoiio frienc 
cre ostracised by fellow practicne:s inc woo Las hecone a 
Loxer, is jeered. Tne rise of the proves ic be 
another dividing factor since the ert iuerstrial “erders 
determine to fight the laboring clas: Tew exceptions tre 
of the characters is symbolises ic ii« dolsar sign ia 
economic power. 


One of the keynote passages on p. 344 remind us of Chesterin:'s 

saying that the world is evil because of virtues gone mad. 
"The result was that in many auarters of American iste 
its virtues became its vices$; its desire ror comfort 
grew to a lust for luxury; its ove of freedom. an 
exercise of selfishness; its yearning for justice, a 
dependence on legal machinery; its use of strength. an 
abuse of power, Thus from the very virtues that created 
the country came the vices that corrupted it. and no man 
could easily say then or now at what point the virtue 
ended and the vice began, for the corruption came not 
from within, not from any active source of evil, but from 
a falling awa y from the good," 


The title is from Santyana; "If a noble end civilized democracy 
is to subsist, the common citizen must be something of a saint 
and something of a hero", This ties up with the concluding 
sentence, "All men are yous" Evil can be traced to individual 
actions; e community degenerates as its citizens degenerate 
individually. Thus, the implications of this book are often 
Christian although not too clearly expressed, This is a novel 
that adults will appreciate. It is not recommended for adoles- 
cents because of profanity and several suggestive lines and 


56 
€ef., Pe LOL and 442, Some may object to the portrayal 
of Father Leporello (p,.63-66) and to the expression of the 
Church's attitude toward war, (p.247). 


Huntington Cairns, Allen Tate and Mark Van Doren. Invitation 


to Learning. Random House, May 15, 1941, 43lp. “3.00 


In the Freface written by Huntington Cairns, the form and 
method of Invitation to Learning are explained: 


The dialogues contained in this volume are transcripts from 
direct recordings of unrehearsed conversations broadcast 
weekly by the Columbia Broadcasting System on @ coast-to- 
coast network. Our method is simple: We first agree upon 
the several aspects of the subject that should be discussed 
and choose, in advance, the passage that is to be read at the 
close of the broadcast. We do, however, not pre-arrange the 
detailed development of the discussion, 


Before each broadcast the participants read tho book under dis- 
cussion no matter how many times they have read it, A warmup 
period of one hour before the helf-hour on the air brings out the 
major points to be discussed, With these limitations the broad- 
casts are unrehearsed; wry that point should be stressed is 
peyond comprhension of this reviewor who far prefers tm see a 
smoothly executed version of Twelfth Night rather than one 
serried out without preparation. One cannot stretch this anelory 
too far though as Invitation to Learning is a competent piece of 
work, Only occasionally are unessential elements about the 
author rather than about the book introduced, 


But this is a minor criticism of this series of dialogues on 
twenty-seven sreat books ranging in subject from Politics and 
Ethics and Religion to Fiction, Drama, Criticism, Poetry, 
Religion, Science, istory and Autobiography; from Aristotle and 
Plato to Dante, Rousseau, Gibbon, Proust and others. As with the 
list of great books in Adler's How to Read a Book, there is no 
attempt to offer titles whose reading will lead to © consistent 
view of life. Iv is an Invitation to Learning, to knowledge as 
an end, to philosophical pragmatism. "Today ideas predominantly 
are moans to ends. Their truth or falsity is of little moment," 
(p.xiv.) One receives the impression that the participants are 
Montaignesque sceptics, 


Yet we cannot deny that the handling of these great books is 
deft. The dialogues will stimulate many to read them and that is 
their primary purpose, Consequently a recommendation is 
contingent upon the titles discussed, not entirely upon the 

style and content of the broadcast, Because Montasigne's Essays 
and Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (as well as 
Pascal's Pensees in the adition by Voltaire) are on the Index of 
Prohibited Books it is impossible to recommend Invitation ta 
learning as 8 whole even thoueh its purpose is renerally sound 
and the treatment good, 


| 
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5 
Samuel Chamberlain, Editor, T his England..eesoseeer ne 
Citadel of a Valiant Race Port 


Donald Moffat, Hastings Youse, June 16, 1941. 179p. “*3.75 


Yere is a collection of more than 200 of the finest etchings, 
eneravings, equatints, drypoints and photographs ever produced 

by British and American artists, Here you will find RBone's 
"Piccadilly Cireus Night" (showing "the heart of London as it 
looked durine the first World War, with searchlizhts piercing an 
inky sky", thus forming an appropriete epenins illustration), 
Pennellts etchings af the Guildhall (now in ruins), and of London 
Bridge, YVedgewsod's aquatint of Kensington, (a remarkable study 
in clearness), a photograph of Dunfermline Abbey snd hundreds of 
ether aptly chosen reproductions, 


The opening section is devoted to London, followed by pietures 
of the tewns and citios of Englend, villages, farms, the English 
countryside. Secctland, rivers, the coast of England, castles, 
churches and cathedrals, Mr. Chamberlain's notes are brief but 
illuminating, 


As Donald Moffat writes in the Introduction: 


Today the English countryside is pitted snd torn by war; 
many.of her cities lie in rvins. In ea sense, therefore, this 
book. can be only a memory of Engsland--the old England that has 
been since the bercinning of time, Put in @ truer sense it 
may be taken es a triumphant prophecy of the green and ple 
ant land that, when her scars are healed, will be again, 

is England, in etching, lithograph, and drawing, 9s her 
sreatest artists have seen her, Stone will be set on eity 
stone, the surfaee of the land will again be verdant, and 

the hearts of her pesple serene in peace as they have been 
valorous in war, Here is the England her people are fight- 
ing to preserve, as they are fighting to defend their lives, 
Body and soul are one. It is worth the fight, 


To an amateur this appears to be & superb collection. ‘je al- 
most wrote, "Too fine to be o best seller" until we recalled the 
fine reception siven the Birds nf America. We welcome and 
recommend this pictorial resord of, 


This royal throne of kings, this scept'red isle, 
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 
This other Eden, demi-paradise, 
This fortress built by Nature for herself 
Against infection and the hand of war, 
This happy breed of men, this little world, 
This precious stone set in the silver saa, 
Which serves it in the office of a wall, 
Or as a moat defensive to a house, 
Acainst the envy of less happier lends} 
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this 
@---King Richard the Second, II,l. 


and saite Samuel Chamberlain. introduction by 
| 
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58. 
Yann, The Transposed ‘leads, Ynopf, 1941. 196p. “2.00 


is © novelette by a Nobel Prize winner, the grestest writer 
re-“itler Germany, now in California and frequently referred 
s the sresetest living writer. “e calls himself e champion of 
iocracy and of Christianity. “is Buddenbr rooks, Ma; Mountain, 
Joseph series are great and significant works, iS a 


lesser or interim work, only a few hours long. 


A youth of India with a noble hoesd and mind but an ordinary bocy 
ana another youth with an ordinary hesd and a god-like bocy 
ere attracted “4 the contrast to a sworn friendship, ‘While 
resting near 2a temple they espy 2 most beautiful maiden in the 
nude preparing for the holy bath, Her bodily eharms are detailed 
somewhat naturalistically (p.147). Wanda, of the fine physique, 
recognizes her as Site, virtuous anc unattached, And Shridaman, 
of the fine head, fells in love with her and would have saeri- 
fieed his life to the gods had not Yanda, as a voluntary go- 
between arranged 2 successful marriage, 


After six months, Sita, now with child, wants to revisit her 
parents and Nands drives the pair, Pessing the temple ef the 
unapproachable World=Mother, Shridamen scoes to pray. Instead he 
decepitates himself. After a lons and embarressing wait, during 
which we first feel that “anda and Sita re strvgrling to conceal 
their disloyal love, Nenda, going to find the other and seeing 
him dead, also decapitates himself, 


Sita begins to worry and soliloquizingly reveals thet when in 
her sleep she spoke Yanda's name, Shrideman learned of her deep, 
though unconfessed love for nis friend, and never egein touched 
her sexually. She bemoans her wrongful love and also the fact 
thet the friend shovld have so much more attractive 9 body than 
her husband. When at lest she finds the two beheaded she 
attempts suicide, but the goddess tells her to replace the heads. 
“urriedly and, we feel, with unconscious purpose, she replaces 
the heads wrongly, so that her husband hes the friend's body. 
But now Wanda insists that she is married to the body more then 
the head and that she belongs to him. Much of the book 
spesulation upon this pointe A ermit decides thst the 

more important and that Sita belongs to the man who now 
Shridaman head and the sod+like body. While Nanda 

hermit, the couple go home in unutterable bliss» Site 

the best of both mens 


But strange to say, after some months she is unhappy egain end 
befins to miss the inferior body thet besot her child and which 
is now with Nende's head. One de y she escapes end finds Nande, 
who blissfully receives her, as really belonging to him,y In the 
mornins Shridamen comes, They decide thet Site will never be 
happy with the parts of either man and thet since polyendry is 
repugnent to ell three, the only solution is that all three 
sacrifice themselves, the two men by stabbing, she by burning 

in the widow's funerel pyres 


There is no profanity or indecency in the hook, A few pages 
describing the attractions of the body are somewhat, though not 


conclusively, objectionable, Merital fidelity is made important 
throughout, end thet not merely in fact but also in thought, 
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the heed is finally more imp t 
iD iomeor meaning 
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in this life tcomptation sesoxual temptation, coven 
the most perfect lover wife or husband, never 
be ruinous’ immediately and fletly discoiuntenanéed. I 


recommend the’ book to alleadvlts and collegicns, and,. with 


somewhat less assurance, to high sckool studcnts,. 
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